[Diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy. A case report].
Diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy is a very rare and little known hereditary disease, characterized by diffuse calcifications of the arterial wall. It seems common in North Africa and in the Caucasian region. Its incidence appears to be underestimated in Morocco. Clinical pattern is dominated by renovascular hypertension often associated with symptoms of heart failure. Risk of sudden death from myocardial infarction is particularly important. Thus, the diagnosis of diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy must always be suspected in front of an apparently unexplained heart failure or renovascular hypertension occurring in an infant. We report a case of diffuse arterial calcified elastopathy discovered in a neonatal intensive care unit, during management of a cardiogenic shock in a 3-months old infant. This observation demonstrates the importance of systematic measurement of the arterial tension, family screening and the impact of the ultrasound in the detection of vascular calcifications. Treatment remains essentially symptomatic.